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which had only just been completed, with all the stores,
presses, machinery, and furniture entirely destroyed;
all the dwelling-houses, schools, and out-houses, in
ruins. Mr Longden has not even saved his office-books,
so that the ruin of the press establishment cannot be
more complete. Our native Christians have lost their
all; they had been removed from Secundra on the 4th
and 5th instant to a place in the city called Hamilton-
gunj, under the guns of the fort, All our endeavours
with the authorities, military and civil, to procure for
them admission into the fort, proved in vain. There,
at the last hour, when the wounded and the troops were
returning from the field of battle and entering the fort,
our poor Christian families were standing before the
gates, imploring the guards to let them in, but in vain.
Mr French and myself took advantage of the time when
the troops entered, and brought in the children and
women, to the number of about two hundred and forty;
the men entered afterwards. I cannot describe to you
the scene which I witnessed when we thus brought in
our native Christians. The men did good service im-
mediately afterwards in saving medical stores from a
house nearly a mile from the fort, in carrying sick and
wounded, and taking service wherever they found it.
All the heathen and Mussulman servants had fled from
the fort during the battle, and the applications from the
most respectable parties in the fort, the Lieut-Governor
not excluded, for Christian servants were far more than
could be procured. From two parties I had applications
each for five hundred men for the public service.